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MIDDLETOWN - Logan Eisen-
berg didn’t think much about the 
homeless man at the Mobil gas 
station that the 11-year-old and 
his mom frequent for Saturday 
breakfasts, until one day the man 
wasn’t there.

“He asked me, ‘Mom, where did 
he go?’ and I said, ‘He’s home-
less,’” Logan’s mom, Danielle 
Eisenberg explained.

“Well, and I was wondering, 
technically, where would his home 
be? At a shelter?” Logan said as he 
stood next to three giant piles of 
socks spilling out of plastic bags 
onto the coffee table at their home 
on Wilkin Avenue.

That conversation with his 
mom on a frigid morning at the 
Mobil station inspired Logan, a 
sixth-grader at Monhagen Middle 
School, to start a socks drive for 
the homeless.

In the span of three days, he col-
lected 195 pairs of socks ready to be 
dropped off at the emergency shel-
ter run by Helping Others Needing 
Our Resources (HONOR).

The drive, dubbed Operation 
Socks, is set up as a public event 
on Facebook that Logan’s mom 
manages.

She meticulously logs each 
donation so they can eventually 
send thank-you notes.

Danielle updates the page every 
day, and asks people to drop off 
socks at their house, or to send 
money through electronic means 
like PayPal or  by post, cash or 
check.

Facebook would only allow for 
the event to last two weeks, Dani-
elle said.

She will take stock of dona-
tions at the end of that timeframe 
and decide whether to extend 
the event or to take the load to a 
nearby shelter and begin collecting 
undergarments - the next phase in 
Logan’s project.

If they are overwhelmed with 
socks, she said, they could be 
donated to shelters in Newburgh 
or elsewhere.

Logan originally wanted to vol-
unteer at the shelter. 

But his parents thought, consid-
ering his age, he could more safely 
pitch in by collecting clothing to 
keep people warm, especially as 

the recent frigid weather threat-
ened those living on the streets.

Socks, preferably unused, can 
be dropped off on the Eisenbergs’ 
front porch at 13 Wilkin Ave., or 
at Pets Alive animal shelter, where 

Danielle works as a cat caretaker.
Logan will use the monetary 

donations to buy socks.
Danielle said the homeless man 

hasn’t returned to the Mobil sta-
tion since Logan started the sock 
drive, but they hope he comes back 
when the weather gets warmer so 
they can tell him about Logan’s 
mission.

Danielle said Logan was raised 
in an atypical way that she believes 
empowers him to look at the world 
differently than most kids.

He spent a week with Tibetan 
monks when he was younger, and 
has been in martial arts training for 
more than two years, which he said 
teaches him patience and positivity.

“I was raised by a Cherokee tribe 
in Iowa,” Danielle said.

“We went out there and he 
(Logan) got to play the Cherokee 
drums. That’s what I mean: He’s 
not a normal kid to begin with,” 
Danielle added, laughing.

“We’ve tried to give him different 
experiences of life, so that he really 
respects all different walks of life.”
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Big-hearted boy helps the homeless

Logan Eisenberg sits beside some of the donated socks at his home in Middletown on Wednesday. In the span of three days, he collected 195 pairs. [ELAINE A. RUXTON 
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Logan, 11, decided to collect socks for the needy after he saw a homeless man at 
a local gas station. 

On the web
To see video of Logan 

Eisenberg's project, go to 
recordonline.com/video.

How to help
Donation information can

be found on Facebook under 
the event “Operation SOCKS"
created for Jan. 1-15.

Sock drop-off
locations:
Eisenberg residence:
13 Wilkin Ave., Middletown

Danielle’s workplace:
Pets Alive, 363 Derby Road, 
Town of Wallkill

Send all mail (socks, or money 
to buy socks) to the Eisenbergs 
at 13 Wilkin Ave., Middletown, 
NY 10940.
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youth, 11, collects 
socks for the needy


